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LICENCES ON TRADES AND BUSINESS
THE LICENCES ON TRADES AND

BUSINESS ACT

[st April, 1908.]

1. This Act may be cited as the Licences on Trades and

Business Act.
2. In this Act—

“auctioneer” means any person who sells the lands or goods

of another by public outcry or for a commission on his
own premises or on those of the owner of the lands
or goods, according to the tenor of the licence:

Provided always that a person who sells lands or goods
by auction only by the direction of the Government, a
Court, or a Parish Council shall not be deemed an
auctioneer;

“Collector” or “Collector of Taxes” includes any other

authorized officer of Revenue;

“commission agent” means any person who sells the goods

of another for a commission on his own premises or on
those of the purchaser;

“ceneral factor” means any person who sells goods of others

on their account, whether the produce of estates or
otherwise:

Provided always that an attorney acting for an
absentee proprietor and limiting his transactions to the
business of his principal, shall. not be deemed a general
factor;

“merchant” means any person who imports, whether for

himself or on consignment, goods for sale, and includes
any person who sells and delivers from a customs,
excise or other warehouse; :
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4 LICENCES ON TRADES AND BUSINESS

“newspaper” means any paper containing public news,
intelligence or occurrences, or any remarks, or observa-
tions thereon printed for sale, and published in Jamaica
periodically, or in parts or numbers, at intervals not
exceeding twenty-six days between the publication of
any two such papers, parts or numbers;

“retailer” means any person occupying a store, shop, roonf)
or fixed stand, who buys from a merchant, importer or
otherwise, or who himself imports and sells in small
quantities by retail to those who resell, use, or consume

the goods;
é’é"l* “retail licence” means a trade and business licence taken out
s by a wholesale dealer or retailer in respect of his trade
where it includes the retail sale of wine, beer or other malt
liquor;
“super-cargo” means the master or other person selling
goods on board any vessel within the waters of this
Island;
G “trade and business licence” means a licence as a retailer and
o any other licence for a trade or business that is taken
out under section 3 and delivered under section 7;
“wharfinger” means any person who is in occupation of any
public wharf and carries on the business of landing,
receiving and otherwise dealing with thereat the goods
of other people;
“wholesale dealer” means any person who sells by wholesale
or by both wholesale and retail on the same premises.
Eif:::m 3.—(1) Subject to subsection (2), every person carrying on
13/1961 a trade or business specified in the First Schedule shall, on
g-l;?l(ggb the first day of April in each year, take out a licence
S. 4(a). according to the classification in that Schedule of such trade
First or business:
Schedule.
é/%;()(},g Provided that the following persons shall not be compel-

lable to take out licences under this Act—
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LICENCES ON TRADES AND BUSINESS

of the duty so assessed, as and by way of surcharge or
penalty, which assessment shall be subject to an appeal,
according to the directions hereinafter contained.

10. When the Collector of Taxes shall have made an
assessment differing from the return given in, or where no
return shall have been given in, such Collecior of Taxes
shall deliver to the party assessed, either personally, or by
leaving it at his place of abode or business, a notice show-
ing the assessment so by him made, adding the surcharge
or penalty, where the assessment is liable thereto; and every
such assessment, so made by the Collector of Taxes shall be
binding upon the person charged unless he shall within four-
teen days of the receipt of such notice appeal therefrom, as
hereinafter mentioned.

11. Where two or more persons shall be in partnership,
the licence shall be taken out in the name of the firm; and
it shall not be necessary to take out a separate licence for

each partner.

12. Where different places of business, stores, shops or
other premises are kept in the name of one person, or firm,
a separate licence shall be taken out for each place of
business, store, shop or other premises:

Provided that the opening of another store, or place of
reception of goods, and at which no sales are effected, shall
not be deemed to come within the meaning of this section.

13. If any person or firm shall commence trade, or
business, or open any new place of business, store, shop
or other premises (except as aforesaid or where it is only
the change of the place of business in the same town, in
which latter case notice thereof shall be given to the
Collector of Taxes) during the current year, he or they shall
pay the duty, or proportion of duty, for so many quarters
of a year (the fractional part of a quarter being reckoned
as a quarter), as shall remain of the current year.
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LICENCES ON TRADES AND BUSINESS

14, Any person—

(@) who has paid a licence duty under this Act as the
occupier of any store, shop, room or yard, where
goods are sold by retail; and

() who changes his place of business to other pre-
mises in the same parish,
shall notify the Collector of Taxes of the parish of the
change of premises and, subject to section 15, the licence
in respect of which the duty was paid shall thereupon enure
as a licence to that person to do business at the premises to
which he has moved.

15, Any person—
(@) who has paid a licence duty under this Act; and

(b)) who changes his business or moves into premises
in the same parish so that a higher duty will, in
the opinion of the Collector of Taxes of the pansh
become payable,

shall be liable to pay to the Collector of Taxes for the un-
expired quarters of the current year any additional licence
duty payable consequent on the change or removal.

16. Every master, super-cargo, or other person on board
of any vessel arriving in any of the ports of this Island,
before he shall sell, or offer for sale any goods whatsoever,
shall make a return to the Collector of Taxes of the parish,
and pay the sum in the First Schedule, fixed for persons
carrying on the trade or business of a super-cargo, and take
out the licence therefor, under a penalty, in case of default,
not exceeding twenty dollars, in addition to the duty under
this Act; and every such master, super-cargo, or other per-
son shall produce such licence to the Collector of Customs
in Kingston, or the Sub-Collector at any other port prior
to entry inwards of such goods for consumption in this
Island.
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LICENCES ON TRADES AND BUSINESS

17. Every person carrying on, or conducting any

newspaper in this Island, shall, in addition to paying °f o

the duty and taking out the licence by this Act
required, give in at the time of paying such duty,
and taking out such licence as aforesaid, to the
Collector of Taxes of the parish in which such newspaper
is published, the title of such newspaper, the place at which
the same is published, and the name and residence, or names
and residences of the person or persons who is, or are, the
proprietor or proprietors of such newspaper; and shall, in
case of any change in the proprietorship, place of publica-
tion, or title of the newspaper, immediately thereupon give
in to the Collector of Taxes the particulars of any alteration
which shall occur in respect of any of the matters aforesaid;
and the name and residence of each proprietor, and the
place where the newspaper is published, together with the
date of publication, shall be printed at the foot or end of
each such newspaper, under a penalty in respect of each
default or neglect of the provisions herein contained, not
exceeding six dollars, nor less than two dollars:

Provided that in the case of any newspaper that may be
registered as a limited liability company, the name and
residence of the manager or secretary or such other person
who under the articles of association of such company is
the person to sue or be sued shall be substituted for those
of the proprietor or proprietors.

18. Any person paying the highest rate of licence duty
under this Act and being licensed accordingly, shall be
entitled to carry on on one premises named in the licence
the trade or business of a retailer, and on the same premises,
retail his own goods. And any person who sells or delivers
goods from bonded or other warechouses detached from his
business premises shall be presumed to be a merchant for
the purposes of this Act, unless the character of the transac-
tion negatives such a presumption.
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LICENCES ON TRADES AND BUSINESS

19. Every person commencing business, or opening a
new place of business, store, shop or other premises (except
as aforesaid), shall within fourteen days thereafter, make
a like return to the Collector of Taxes as is hereinbefore
required to be made at the commencement of the current
year, and shall pay the proportion rightly payable for the
licence under this Act, and shall obtain licence accordingly.

20, In every case where no such return, as last mentioned,
shall be made, or the Collector of Taxes shall be dissatisfied
with the return so made, he shall assess the person 50
commencing business, or opening a new place of business,
store, shop or other premises as aforesaid, according to the
best of his judgment. Every such assessment shall be binding
upon the person charged. unless he shall within fourteen
days of the notice of such assessment appeal therefrom as
hereinafter mentioned.

21. Where any person carrying on a trade or business
questions the classification or grading of the trade or busi-
ness by the Collector for the purposes of this Act, that
person may submit such question to the Parish Council of
the parish as a Board of Appeal for decision, and the finding
of such Board shall be final:

Provided that in the case of any question arising under
this section in the parishes of Kingston or St. Andrew, any
such question shall be submitted to the Council of the
Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation appointed and con-
stituted under the provisions of the Kingston and St
Andrew Corporation Act.

22. The Board of Appeal or the Council of the Corpora-
tion as aforesaid shall sit for such purpose at such times
as it shall fix, giving not less than one week’s previous notice
in the Gazette of the time and place of sitting for hearing
appeals under this Act, and shall have power and authority
on the hearing of such appeals, to examine the parties and
their witnesses upon oath; and every such Board of Appeal
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